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Grubby Fingers A3+ prints
are only AUD$19.95 ea. (inc
GST, + P&H). They make great
gifts for pilots and the aviation
minded. They are available at
various retailers and through the
on-line shop.

New Prints

www.grubby-fingers-aircraft-illustration.com

New Pipers this month, the balance of the Moorabbin Flying Services fleet and a ring-in
Archer for a mate. All are now on sale at the on-line shop.

Piper Archer III VH-MFS of the Moorabbin Flying Services fleet. VH-TXD is also available.

For more information about
Grubby Fingers Aircraft
Illustration visit the website.
To order prints, visit the online
shop. PayPal and major credit
cards (through secure PayPal
portal) are supported.
To unsubscribe to this email,
reply to the delivery email
and change the subject to
“Unsubscribe”. Our email
address is: grubbyfingers@
internode.on.net

Netherlands - registered Archer III PH-AEC I did for a fellow profiler.

Any comments and suggestions
are always welcome. Let us
know what you’d like to see in
the newsletter or as a print.

Commissions

Don’t forget that Grubby
Fingers also takes commissions.

Piper Seminole VH-TVQ of the Moorabbin Flying Services fleet.

If you are looking for that
special gift or memento, we can
produce a print of any aircraft
in any colour scheme at very
reasonable rates, starting at just
$100 including your first print.
We also do corporate and
publishing work if you are
looking for an eye-catching
promotional image, have a
book in the pipeline or publish
a magazine.

Piper Seminole VH-TAY of the Moorabbin Flying Services fleet.

Three New
Wheelie
Walkarounds

International ACCO

First walkaround is an
International ACCO series 4 x 4
truck. This beast is an Australian
Army veteran. I shot it at the
ANZAC day march in Melbourne
this year.

Land Rover 6 x 6 Troop
Carrier
Another one of the vehicles at
this year’s ANZAC Day march.
The Army supplies a fleet of
these on the day for Diggers that
can’t make the march on foot.

Low-Loader Trailers

I have a future modelling
project knocking around in the
back of my head. I am always
on the lookout for reference
information, and these photos are
part of that. Nice bit of reference
for the truck modellers out there.

Grubby Fingers Article in HeliNews
Any readers involved in the helicopter industries may come
across an article about Grubby Fingers in the current, May 2009,
edition of HeliNews Asia Pacific. HeliNews does an ongoing
series showcasing Art in Aviation and this month, Grubby
Fingers is the chosen subject! Editor Dennis Raubenheimer has
put together a very flattering 6-page spread including several
helo and fixed wing illustrations from the Grubby Fingers print
range.
If you flip to page 40 you’ll see how the illustrations look when
they not on screen. The reproduction is very good and they give
a good idea of the detail in our work.

Commission a print from only $100*

If you’ve got an aviation-afflicted person in your life, why not give them a gift they’ll
always treasure? A personalised aviation print from Grubby Fingers!
Grubby Fingers will create an illustration of your chosen subject, apply your personal
message or copy and the artist will sign the print, all from just $100*.
Additional prints would also be available for $20 each (+P&H)
*Price is in Australian dollars and does not include postage and handling. Price may vary depending on complexity of subject.
Acceptance of commissions and fee charged is solely at the discretion of the artist.

Available Prints

The range of prints currently
available from Grubby Fingers
includes:
• AgustaWestland A109E
• Agusta MH-68A Stingray
• Bell 205 “Huey”
• CA-27 Sabre
• CAC Winjeel
• Cessna O-2
• Cessna 150
• Cessna 337 Skymaster
• Fairey Gannett
• NA / CAC Mustang
• Piper Archer
• Piper Seminole
• Piper Tri-Pacer
• Piper Warrior
All profiles are available in
various colour schemes and
variations, and custom orders
are not a problem.

Retail Outlets

Grubby Fingers prints are
available in Australia from:
Australian National
Aviation Museum
Moorabbin Airport.
Moorabbin
Ph: (03) 9580 7752
GeeBee’s Aerospace Shop
Main Terminal
Essendon Airport
Ph: (03) 9379 0747
Hyland’s Bookshop
L1 29–31 Heffernan Lane
Melbourne
Ph: 0434 648 586
Skylines Aviation Supplies
Cnr Second & Bundora Parade
Moorabbin Airport
Moorabbin
Ph: 9587 3400
Victorian Hobby Centre
21A Swanston Street
Melbourne
Ph: (03) 9650 4817
And from the on-line shop.

Photoshop Tutorial

Shading a Complex Shape

(or: When Bevel and Emboss doesn’t cut the mustard.)
Bevel and Emboss is one of the most versatile features of Photoshop for this
kind of technical illustration. It can take hours off the time it takes to produce a
finished work. But it has its limitations, and when a form comes along that just
won’t be broken down into useable shapes, you may need to go Old School and
do it manually. Well, digi-manually, anyway.
A typical example is this earth-mover wheel. Parts of the rim elevate away from
the surrounding ring and there is a clamp in there as well. We’ll still use Bevel
and Emboss, but we’ll add extra layers of shading and highlights to bring out the
extra shape.
First thing to do is create a set of paths we can use to create masks later. Basic
circles have been used for the main wheel rims, and extra paths added for the
clamp detail.

Start with the stuff that is easy and get that out of the way. Look at the overall
image and break it down into bits. Don’t try and do too much on one layer. In this
case, we’ll single out one of the rim rings and put that on it’s own layer and apply
Bevel and Emboss. Then we’ll do the same with the outer rim. And also the ring
between the two. These are just painted and Bevel and Emboss applied. Once we
have built up a series of layers with each of the basic rings on, we get something
like this. Notice that already we have six layers of drawing.

Now that we have the basic wheel shape in place, we can look at the tricky
bits. Let’s do the catch bit first as this is still a basic shape. The catch sits on
top of some of the rim parts, so we need to create it as a painted object at the
appropriate place in the layer stack. Once this is painted and a slight Bevel and
Emboss applied, we get this.

©Graeme Molineux 2009 Grubby Fingers Aircraft Illustration

To make it more convincing, we can add a layer above it that introduces some
shading. Make the blend mode of this layer Multiply, and check “Use previous
layer to create clipping mask”. This locks the transparency of the new layer to
that below it, meaning you can only put new pixels on top of pixels in the parent
layer below. Very, very handy. I use this one a lot. Adding shading with a low
opacity dark colour or black on this new shading layer starts to give the clamp
that down-in-a-hole look.

Next step is to add the missing lump from the outer ring. This will need to be
painted on top the other layers so it blocks out the bit of normal ring underneath.

Adding a shading and highlighting layer above this paint layer, and using the
Clipping Mask option again, lets you add the form you can’t do with Bevel and
Emboss.

Apply the same steps to the inner ring to add its lump and we’re done! Notice
how many layers we have now? As long as your computer can handle the file
size, I reckon it is always better to add new layers rather than trying to make one
layer do too much work.

